Physicians' recognition of and response to child abuse: Northern Ireland and the U.S.A.
There is a long history of professional and public concern with the problems of recognizing and reporting child abuse. The research reported here compares recognition of and response to potential abuse by physicians in Northern Ireland and the United States. An experimental study using vignettes in the USA and hospital data, showed that physicians' judgments were moderately affected by ethnic status (black-white) and socioeconomic status of the family, in addition to level of injury to the child. We conducted a comparative study to test whether the social cleavage based on religion (Protestant-Catholic in North Ireland), would affect the recognition of and response to child abuse by medical practitioners in North Ireland. While there was a slight tendency for responses to be affected by socioeconomic status and religion, the results were not statistically significant, as was true for the level of injury to the child. We also compared "diagnostic behavior," signs used to diagnose abuse and causal notions concerning abuse. Medical practitioners in the two countries differ with respect to (1) the amount and type of information desired about a case, and (2) the factors believed to "cause" abuse, but are in general agreement about the "signs" of abuse.